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           Community Builders… 
 

                            Building Communities 

 
November 14, 2020 
 
Mayor Fred Haynes and Council  
District of Saanich  
770 Vernon Ave,  
Victoria, BC V8X 2W7  
 
Dear Mayor and Council, 
 
Re: Saanich Housing Needs Report  
 
The Saanich Housing Needs Report summary to council claims to outline “Highlights” of the full report, 
however missing from this summary and from the Executive Summary is section 5.2.1 Barriers and 
Challenges in Developing and Operating Housing on Page 55 of the report: 
 
Housing Supply is Not Keeping Up  
Stakeholders noted that housing starts in Saanich are declining and that high development costs and policy 
changes do not encourage developers to build in the community (e.g. large increases in development cost 
charges).  
 
Lengthy Development Approvals Process  
Stakeholders felt that the average timeline to obtain approval for a development application is significantly 
longer in Saanich than in other CRD communities, which has discouraged some builders from developing in 
Saanich. Participants noted there is an opportunity for to fast-track affordable housing applications to 
encourage developers to build new housing similar to other CRD communities. 
 
Other barriers include Lack of Rental Incentives, Family Housing Regulations, followed by Opportunity 
Areas - all of which should be worth a mention in a summary of the Housing Needs Report.  
 
Saanich’s “high development costs and policy changes do not encourage developers to build in the 
community” and are a large barrier to housing supply and affordability. This is supported in a recent study by 
the C.D. Howe Institute (attached) called Gimme Shelter: How High Municipal Housing Charges and 
Taxes Decrease Housing Supply.  
 
The study says taxes and charges on housing “are a key driver of the cost and supply of affordable homes for 
Canadians. Ranging from development charges imposed upfront on developers, to land transfer taxes, or 
murky density bonus payments, they have the effect of reducing supply and hiking home prices for would-be 
buyers. Reforms are needed.”  
 
Saanich’s “high development costs” and “policy changes” discouraging development add $230,000 to the cost 
of housing in our region. If you require additional information, feel free to contact me.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Casey Edge 
Executive Director  


